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Serving Antrim, Bensie, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska and Leelanau Counties

Push for Michigan Supreme Court Campaign Laws Underway!

There's room for improvement in Michigan Supreme Court 8aq
campaign laws, and legislators are taking notice! °Q
That's the message that a busload of road-weary but happy citizens
from the Grand Traverse area took away from meetings

- McManus and Jason Allen in Lansing on February 19, 2008. The citizens delivered

" petitions with nearly 1,200 signatures to these senators, asking for legislation that
. would provide a system of voluntary public financing of court campaigns and that
* would require disclosure of contributors to all campaign advertising, including issue

ads. Taxpayer-financed election campaigns would give Supreme Court candidates
a viable alternative to raising financial support from interest groups and attorneys

* who later appear as litigants or counsel before the Court, and would help to restore

that trust and confidence.

"We were pleased to have the opportunity to express our concerns to the
Senators," said Anne Magoun, chairman of the locally formed Michigan Independent
Supreme Court Campaign and LWVMI past president. "Both senators understand

" what we're talking about; I think they appreciate the fact that this is a broad-based,

nonpartisan, grassroots effort. We expect to stay in contact with them on these
important issues as the word spreads around the state." The group also encouraged
Sen. McManus, who chairs the Senate Campaign and Election Oversight Committee,
to hold public hearings on the reforms. They concluded their day in Lansing at a

" news conference with Michigan Campaign Finance Network, the League of Women
. Voters of Michigan (LWV-MI) and Sen. Deborah Cherry, who has introduced Senate

Bill 128, a bill to provide public funding for Supreme Court campaigns.
Magoun adds, "There are bills in committee that provide a good starting point
on public funding. I hope the legislature can come together on this for the people

" of Michigan."

The group is still collecting names, and petitions are available online at
http://www.miscc.org . "In order to have an impact, we need to be sure legislators
hear from constituents around the state," said Magoun. [Note - people all over the
state are beginning to "sign" the online petition; please help spread the word!!]

March Membership Meeting to Feature Panel Discussion
on the Future of Public Access Television — tetv2.

The meeting will be held Wednesday, March 26, 2008 at TADL 6:30 — 8:00 p.m.
to educate the public on the services and limitations of public TV stations in the
area. How does “public access” TV such as tetv2 address community issues and
events? What are the constraints? How do the government and education channels
differ from tctv2? What funding problems do these channels face? Come join us!

The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, encourages the informed
and active participation of citizens in government, works to increase understanding of

www.lwvmi.org g
A\ /
major pubhc policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

LWVUS website /7=Z=
I (;/_—);D The League is financed by member dues and contributions from members and interested
WwWw.lwv.org @ citizens. Membership in the League is open to all citizens of voting age.
Printed on recycled paper with soy ink.



Page 2 ¢ The League of Women Voters — Grand Traverse Area

March 2008

LWVUS Adopts Five Core

Areas of Election
Administration Reform

21,

22,

> 3.
2 4.,

25,

Opposing ID and
documentary proof-of-
citizenship requirements

Enhancing administration
of statewide voter
registration databases and

guarding against wrongful or -

incorrect purging

Protecting voters against

unnecessary restrictions on °

voter registration

Improving poll worker
recruitment, training and
supervision

Strengthening polling place .

management and ballot
design

In addition, the League of Women

Voters Education Fund is continuing .

to educate voters by providing
comprehensive state-by-state

election and voting information on -

its Web site:

VOTE 411.org

The Betsie Bay Inn

Coburn MacNaughton

231 Main Street ® PO Box 271
Frankfort, M1l 49635

Looking at a Jail Industries Program for Grand Traver se County

Z
A\~

GT County Sheriff Scott Fewins invited a group of mostly
law-enforcement professionals to a meeting in December
to learn about jail industry programs from Rod Miller,
founder of Community Resource Services which offers a
variety of jail-related consulting services. Many of the
attendees at the meeting had been members of the

GT County Jail Blue Ribbon Committee that was active in 2004-2005.
League member Mary Grover served on the Blue Ribbon Committee and
was thus invited to the jail industries meeting.

Mr. Miller explained that at present there were 160 inmates in the
GT County jail; 20 were working, leaving 140 idle. County Commissioner
Larry Inman said, “The public says we've got to do something more and
better than leave inmates idle.”

The question Mr. Miller posed to the group was whether it would be
beneficial to the community and to those jailed to have a formal jail
labor program.

Some of the benefits noted by the participants would be:

Development of good work habits

Working and earning money could be a form of restitution: paying
back, paying their debt

Inmates can perform valuable services, often to the jail

system itself

Inmates could contribute their earnings to their families

Gain job skills for outside, e.g. earning a “safe serve certificate”
from performing kitchen work

Work-release whereby inmates work outside and return to the
jail in the evening, is effective

Work-release reduces incarceration staffing needs during the day
when inmates work off-site

However, many unanswered questions remain, such as:

Where would the work take place? Off-site and/or on-site?
How would inmates be selected for a work program?

Who would supervise it?

How to design the program so that it wouldn’t be “slave labor”?
What kind of work could inmates do that wouldn’t be unfair
competition with the private sector?

Would a jail industries program be limited to GT County jail
inmates, or could it be expanded to include inmates in Antrim
and Leelanau County jails also?

How to educate the public about the benefits of jail industries?

According to GT County Undersheriff Nate Alger, no “next-steps”
have been identified and no follow-up meeting has been scheduled.
Consultant Rod Miller’s advice is to go slow and be thorough.

Executive Chef

(231) 352-8090

(231) 946-6561
1208 East Eighth Street
Traverse City, Ml 49686

Belstone Gallery

Offering a distinctive collection
of fine arts, glass,jewelry, metal
pottery and wood.

321 East Front Street
Traverse City
(231) 946-0610
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News GREAT DECISIONS

From Benzie Citizen Education in World Affairs

The Benzie Unit has decided to devote the first Friday of every
month to the “Great Decisions” topics for discussion. We will be
using materials prepared by the Foreign Policy Association, the
nation’s oldest organization devoted to citizen education in world
affairs. Mary Lee Orr was the facilitator in February focusing on
Iraq: strategies for dealing with uncertainty.

In March Pat Jehle will lead the discussion on Russia and “Putinism”.
Future Fridays will be focus on U.S. - China economic relations,
Latin America, and European integration. Those wishing to be full
participants purchased the accompanying book, but anyone is
welcome to come and take part.

Following up previous meetings on U. S. immigration policy, we
invited Kathy Edwards, who is a citizen of the U.K and recently
married to a U.S. citizen. She is currently working at Paul Oliver
Memorial Hospital in long term care. Kathy skillfully lead us through
the necessary steps she must follow to become a naturalized citizen.

Her story was an awaking to many about the complexities, cost
and time requirements of immigration procedures.

The following Friday our speaker was Karen Roberts PhD who
described her research on the Socio Economic Report for the Benzie
County Comprehensive Plan. Some of the information she shared
concerned the statistics about rapid population growth, lack of
accompanying business growth, and the aging of the county as
compared to other counties in NW Michigan.

In the coming month we will view the CD on Michigan Independent
Supreme Court Campaign preview the Michigan Women’s History
Project to be held at Crystal Mountain in April prepare for the
“Grand Vision” workshop to be held in Benzie County in April
Benzie Unit meets every Friday at noon at the Betsie Bay Inn.

All are welcome to attend.

Uhe L eague of W omen Uoters iz where
Hanas—on work 1o saléguard aenocacy
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News from Leelanau

Of course, our big news is that it looks like we are going to
become a Benzie Style unit. We will continue to do our local studies
but join in the State and National consensus studies. Several
women have already voiced interest in becoming League Members.
Vina Mikesell has offered to work on Membership and we are
having a meeting at her place on March 23.

I have a direct quote from McManus about our request that she
consider legislation for public funding of State Supreme Court
Judicial candidates and a full disclosure of sources of the Justices
campaign funds. Her reply was “I am interested in working on it!"

From the Board
February 13, 2008

Jail Industries Project

Annual Dinner, May 21, 2008.
Discussion centered on picking a
speaker

Y Request by student for help with a
trip to Washington Close Up Program

> National Convention in Portland,
June 13-17. Barb Berry is the only
person going so far.

> Report on TRY (They Represent You)
by Jane Watts. Jane is leaving for
New Zealand and will distribute the
pamphlets in April.

> By-laws revision needed
The Nominating Committee is
reviewing possible candidates for

Board officers.

Y Dues will be going up to 855 as a
result of LWVMI increase.

> Update on the formation of a
new Leelanau unit.

The T
Frankfort {e

————

Bookstore &

(231) 352-9720
330 Main Street
Frankfort, Ml 49635
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Students From Area High Schools
Hope to Go to Washington, D.C. in April.

Kent Morris, student at Traverse City West Senior High School,
contacted us about help raising funds for a trip to Washington,
D.C. through the Close Up Organization. He and six other West
students will be going April 20-26. Benzie Central also participates
in this program. It is an amazing trip. The students will be with
hundreds of students from all over the country and world - not
just seeing the sights, but debating issues, meeting with Congress
people and interviewing lobbyists, members of the media,
ambassadors, etc. The cost per student is $1814. Any funds
donated help to defray the cost of the trip. Since Close-Up is
a non-profit non-partisan 501c-3 organization, it is a tax write-
off in most situations.

Close Up has been the nation’s leading civic education provider
since 1971. The organization has made it their mission to
educate, inspire, and empower individuals to become active
citizens in our democracy. Each year, through Washington,
D.C.-based experiential learning programs and multi-media
publications, Close up helps more than one million students
and teachers in 15,000 schools nationwide develop the skills
needed to begin a lifetime of active citizenship.

What sets them apart is their non-partisan approach to
providing relevant content to students and teachers, and their
unique teaching methodology specifically designed to appeal to
mainstream students of all learning abilities.

They are also committed to making citizenship education
accessible to everyone, regardless of ethnicity, socio-economic
standing, or grade point average. Through annual funding from
the U.S. Congress, private foundations, and corporations they
provide financial aid to disadvantaged students to help them
become better citizens.

For more information go to http://closeup.org/
Donations should be made payable to: Close-Up.

Tak Ready

Government Teacher

Traverse City West Senior High School
5376 N. Long Lake Rd.

Traverse City, MI 49685 Phone: 933-7532
e-mail: readyta@wsh.tcaps.net

Donna Balzovic

Government Teacher

Benzie Central High School

9300 Homestead Rd.

Benzonia, MI 49616 Phone: 231-882-4497 ext. 2241
e-mail: balzovied@benzieschools.net

captains
quarters

Wayne Schmidt
151 E Front Street
Downtown

Traverse City
(231) 946-7066

Stocks « Bonds
Mutual Funds
Annuities ¢ CDs

(231) 946-4975 IRAs « UITs
(866) 256-5186 Retirement Plans
125 Park St Suite 300 [ Horey Merket Funds

. Cash Management
Traverse City, M1 49684 |~ .| Planning

Helping you reach your
financial goals

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Inc
MEMBER SIPC AND NYSE
WWW.STIFEL.COM

NOorizon
DOOKS

Downtown Traverse City
243 E. Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49684
(231) 946-7290 800-587-2147
read@horizonbooks.com

Profesagnal Prlntlng
raphics

Great printing at reasonable prices.

Twenty five years plus of experience

at no extra charge! Specializing in

keeping printing costs down.

Recycled Paper = Soy Ink

Joann Ewing 947-6307

proprinting@charter.net
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Public Access Television Vital
for Broadcasting Our Many Forums

Tetv2, an independently run public access channel that airs on
Channel 2 on Charter’s line-up in Northwest Michigan, has
videotaped and broadcast many LWV-GTA forums over the years.
The channel has been funded by area townships and Traverse
City through the franchise fees paid by Charter, and which is
passed through to its customers, for the use of the public rights-
of-way for its cable system. The amount of funding from each
government has varied, depending upon the population of the

different units of government. Several of these governments have -

withdrawn their support for tetv2 in light of the economic downturn.

Some have begun airing their programming on the Government
Channel, Ch. 99, a channel operated by the city of Traverse City.
Channel 99 is not a “public access” channel, like tctv2 which
provides a “video soapbox” for members of the community to air
non-commercial speech. The main purpose of the Government
Channel is to broadcast meetings of government entities and
provide residents with a window on their local governments.
Because of its more restrictive mission, there may not be as many
opportunities to broadcast LWV-GTA candidate forums and
educational programs, may be in jeopardy. A third channel, the
Educational Channel, Ch.98 is run by the Traverse City Area
Public Schools and, as one might expect, educational issues are
that channel’s primary focus. The de-funding of tctv2 raises a
number of questions for the greater Traverse City community,
such as the broadcasts of events for the Heritage Center, other
organizations, football and athletic events, etc. The Cherry Capital
Cable Council (4 C’s) is asking that proposals be presented to
them by April 1, 2008.

For more information go to: www.friendsoftv2.org
or www.tctv2.org and click on “Governance.”

Please join us for a discussion of the issues involved on:
March 26, 2008 at 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.
at the Traverse Area District Library on Woodmere.

Trains &
Things

Hobbies

let your imagination run wild

(231) 947-1353
fax: (231) 947-1411
orders: (800) 659-2021

www.tctrains.com
e-mail: info@tctrains.com

210 East Front Street, Traverse City, Michigan 49684
trains ¢ planes * ships + armor * cars * dollhouses * more

Ruth Gamble, Past President
of LWV-GTA
Passed Away February 15, 2008

We were saddened to learn that Ruth
Gamble, past president of the League
passed away February 15", She was
President of LWV-GTA from 1983 to 1986.
The League was going through tough
times as many of the founding members
were retiring from active involvement.
She was a humble individual and didn’t
know if she could provide the leadership
needed. But she was a workhorse and
helped to revitalize the League. She is
described as having been an extremely
knowledgeable individual, able to spout
statistics in an instant. She had definite
opinions about issues but always
remained open-minded to ideas of others.
She was a crucial member of the Library
Action Committee, working to create the
“state of the art” Traverse City District
Library.

“It just does’t get any Grocer than this”

Ronald “Gus” O'Brien

91 Fourth St « PO Box 306
Suttons Bay, Ml 49682
(231) 271-4280
(231) 271-4643 fax

www.hansenfoods.biz
e-mail: hansenfoods@centurytel.net
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Poark your catendar

The Benzie Friday lunchtime gatherings meet Fridays at noon at the Betsie Bay Inn.

The Leelanau group meets at noon on the first Wednesday of the month downstairs in the
Suttons Bay Library. Members are urged to bring a lunch.

March 12, 2008. Noon. LWV-GTA Board Meeting at the Traverse City Convention and
Visitor’s Bureau.

March 26, 2008. General Membership Meeting at the Traverse Area District Library on
Woodmere, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Topic: The Future of Public Access TV (tctv2).

April 9, 2008. Noon. LWV-GTA Board Meeting at the Traverse City Convention
and Visitor’s Bureau.

May 21, 2008. Annual Dinner (Note change in Calendar) 5:30 to 8 p.m.,
Traverse City Golf and Country Club.




