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Political - You Bet!

The League of Women Voters — Grand Traverse Area

Serving Antrim, Benzie, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska and Leelanau Counties

March Forums Focus on Farm Preservation

Farmland preservation has been an important issue in
Leelanau County for a number of years. The area’s natural
beauty attracts developers who, if unregulated, would build
over the very elements that give the county its diversity
and character. It is important to provide opportunities
for local farmers to retain their farms and pass them on to their children.

In the 1990’s, the County Issues Discussion Group (now the Leelanau Unit of LWVGTA)
assisted the Leelanau Agriculture Alliance in developing a Purchase of Development Rights
program (PDR) for Leelanau County.

How does a PDR program work? A farmer voluntarily decides to sell his rights to develop
his property and is paid the difference in value of an acre of his land with and without
development rights. (This is similar to selling of mineral or oil rights.) The farmer retains
all other rights; he only loses his right to develop his property. This is a permanent agreement
between the farmer and whatever agency holds the development rights. This passes with
the property when it is sold or inherited.

This is how the Leelanau County PDR Ordinance would work if a farmer decides to sell
his development rights. First he must meet these eligibility requirements:

 Size: At least 40 acres with 20.5 acres in agricultural use or at least 20 acres in
agricultural use with at least $200 per acre in annual return.

« A farm which is contiguous land under one ownership with at least some land
in agricultural use.

If a farmer meets the eligibility requirements, he is put on a waiting list. The farmer
must have his land appraised. The number of farms that can be preserved depends on how
much funding is available. Funding can come from Federal, State or local matching grants,
Township an/ or County millages, foundations, private donations, or the farmer can donate
some of his development rights.

Every year, farmers on the “list” are scored by the following criteria:

= Is the farm part of a block of farms that have been preserved?

« How economically viable is the farm?

« How likely is the farm to be developed? Example: farm with scenic vistas

= Are there matching funds available or is the farmer willing to donate some of
his development rights?

« What is the price of the land per acre?

e Is there a family member who would buy the farm in the future?

Each criteria is given a certain number of points. The scores are added and the top
scoring farms are saved first.

PDR is very expensive. A 50 acre farm could cost around $300,000. In November of
2006, Leelanau County Commissioners asked for .5 mills for 15 years for farm preservation.
The millage did not pass due to concerns such as raising of taxes, government intrusion
into property rights, taking of land available for development, and too favorable treatment
for farmers.

Since then, the Leelanau Conservancy has been able to preserve several farms using
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private and Federal funds. See information on page 2 for more details about the March
Forums.

The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation in
government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education
and advocacy. The League is financed by member dues and contributions from members and interested citizens. Membership
in the League is open to who support the principles and purposes of the League.
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March Forums Feature Background
Information on Farmland Preservation

The League of Women Voters Grand Traverse Area will present a
panel discussion on Farmland Preservation on March 24, 2010, 5:30 to
7:00 p.m. at the Traverse Area District Library. Panelists are: Rob Sirene,
Director of MSU Extension Office for Leelanau County; Brian Bourdage,
Farm Preservation Consultant for the Grand Traverse Regional
Conservancy; Tom Nelson, Farm Preservation Consultant for the Leelanau
Conservancy; Josh Wunsch, Old Mission farmer who has sold his
development rights.

Sirene will discuss the status of the farm economy in the Grand
Traverse Region; Bourdage will describe the Farm Preservation programs
in Acme and on Old Mission; Nelson will talk about the Leelanau
Conservancy's Farmability Program; and Wunsch will tell how selling
his development rights has affected his ability to farm on Old Mission.
Jane Watts will be the moderator. Kathy Turner, Ruth Richards, Mary
Lyons and Shirley Hall are responsible for this great lineup. Forums
were offered on this topic in Leelanau County and Benzie County. In
March, area units came to a consensus on adopting a policy on the issue
which will then be presented to the entire membership at our annual
dinner in May. Grand Traverse Area members will arrive at a consensus
following the panel presentation. The forum will be taped and broadcast
on UpNorth TV and available for viewing via their website:
www.upnorthmedi.org.

* s

When the Times Get Tough -
People Go to the Public Library!

Use of Public Libraries increases dramatically
when the economy is in a slump. Why?

« When individuals and families have to cut expenses they go to the
library to borrow books, rather than purchase them.

» They cancel their internet service and put purchasing of computers
on the back burner and therefore use the computer labs available
at our public libraries.

« If they are out of work, they need somewhere to go for help with
online applications for jobs, filing for disability and unemployment
benefits and typing up resumes.

= As government offices close or cut hours, many services such as
providing tax forms are relegated to the public library.

Yet, as demand increases, state aid in the past three years has been
slashed almost 60 percent. Said Gretchen Couraud, executive director
of the Michigan Library Association, “As funding diminished, libraries
across the state saved millions of dollars through group purchasing efforts
and resource sharing and now even those efforts are at risk.”

The statewide resource sharing system, known as MeLibrary (MeL)
and MeLCat is funded by federal funds which are now in jeopardy for a
second year. This is one of the most valuable resources provided by the
Library of Michigan, providing access to millions of articles in magazines,
newspaper archives, reference sources, children's websites, etc. As librarian
at Kalkaska Middle School, this is where | sent students to do much of
their research for their reports.

Metta Lansdale, the new Director for the Traverse Area District Library
met with the LWVGTA Library Action Committee and listed declining
funds as one of her greatest concerns.

Easy Fund Raising

Save Your Oleson Receipts

A reminder to LWV-GTA
members and their families and
friends to save and collect receipts
from Oleson grocery stores. The
Community Shared Points program
from Olesons will donate to non-profit
organizations 1% of the total receipts!
Save and turn in your receipts to:

Jan Warren

606 W. Tenth Street
Traverse City, MI 49684

*

Stocks « Bonds
Mutual Funds
Annuities * CDs

(231) 946-4975 IRAs + UITs
(866) 256-5186 Retirement Plans
125 Park St Suite 300 | oney Meret Funds

. Cash Management
Traverse City, MI 49684 | .| Planning

Helping you reach your
financial goals

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Inc
MEMBER SIPC AND NYSE

WWW.STIFEL.COM

*

They
represent Frere
VO“ . Availablel

The 2010 Grand Traverse “They
Represent You” pamphlet is now
available in school and public libraries
in addition to governmental centers.
We are grateful for the financial support
from Parsons Ringsmuth Zelenock PLC
Law Office that underwrites the cost of
this publication. The Benzie “They
Represent You” pamphlet will be
forthcoming in March.
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Flews trom Benzre

After winding up the consensus on the Michigan Prison Re-study, the
Benzie Unit hosted Suz McLaughlin from the Friends of Betsie Bay who

discussed that group’s effort to preserve and protect the waters and shoreline

of Betsie Bay from over development and pollution. We then turned our
attention to the proposed Frankfort Master Plan with a talk by Bruce
Oglivie from the city’s Planning Commission. Questions were asked

about provisions for land use, zoning, and future development within the *

city and along Betsie Bay. There will be a March public hearing on this
Master Plan.

Kirt Baab from the Mi Prison Re Entry Program outlined his group’s
efforts to help parolees make a successful transition to the community.
There were many questions about the program'’s funding and presence
in the community.

Also in March, members participated in the annual Benzie Area Women'’s
History Project, whose focus was immigration. This year the project was .

held at a new location, the Garden Theater in Frankfort, where the
documentary film, Which Way Home was shown followed by discussion
lead by Stephanie Slaughter, Spanish professor at Alma College. On

April 16th we will hold our Friday meeting at the Tribal Outpost on Hoadley
Road with guest speaker Derek Bailey. Later in the month Jail Coordinator .
Paula Rinal will come to describe her work with individuals housed at the -

county jail.

The Benzie Unit’'s LWV Lunch & Learn meets at nhoon every Friday
September through June, at the Benzonia Congregational Church on
Barber Street in Benzonia. You are invited to join us and bring a sack
lunch.

* *
News from Leelanau

Brian Price, Executive Director of the Leelanau Conservancy, was the '
March speaker for the Leelanau Unit. His topic, "The Farmability Program .
and the Future of Farmland Preservation in Leelanau County," attracted -

a large crowd of members and guests. Price's comments accompanied a
comprehensive power point presentation.

The Farmability Program is the likely scenario for future preservation -

efforts. Farmers sign up for a conservation agreement which protects

significant acreage on a ten-year, temporary basis. This is possible through *
the collaboration of several organizations interested in preserving Leelanau
farmland. The original goal of the program was to enroll 5,000 acres. The .

number was reached in 60 days and involved 28 farm families in ten of

the eleven townships. The Conservancy must raise $200,000.00 by spring -

2011 to fulfill its obligation to the program. After the requisite amount

is raised, another 5,000 acres can be added. Mr. Price was optimistic. He _
stated that this is a long-term project that requires patience and community .

involvement. Having the County and townships adopt a Farmland
Preservation ordinance would be helpful. While the Conservancy won'’t
lead the charge, it will provide support to those who do.

During the unit’s business meeting, the members came to consensus -
on the Farmland Preservation questions. On April 7th Michelle Crocker, -

Leelanau County Clerk, will be the speaker. In May, Mary Tonneberger,

Leelanau County Commission Chair will talk about the state of the County. |

Hansen Foods of Suttons Bay
The "Good Cook's" Store

Ronald “GUS” O’Brien

91 Fourth Street - PO Box 306
Suttons Bay, Ml 49682

(231) 271-4280

(231) 271-4643 fax

e-mail: hansenfoods@centurytel.net
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LEE HORNBERGER

"In the middle of every
difficulty lies opportunity”

Arbitrator and Mediator
231-941-0746

leehornberger@leehornberger.com
www.leehornberger.com

*

For 90 years the League of Women

Voters remains THE trusted place
for citizens to discuss the issues,
ask the difficult questions and
demand accountability from their
government.

*

Trains & i
Thnec Hobbies
(231) 947-1353

fax: (231) 947-1411
orders: (800) 659-2021

www.tctrains.com
e-mail: info@tctrains.com

210 East Front Street, Traverse City, Michigan 49684
trains « planes ¢ ships + armor + cars * dollhouses * more
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us
Census
2010

Getting the Count Right:
Snowbirds Can Make a
BIG Difference for Area Funding

Michigan, like other northern states, has plenty of “snowbirds”
- that is, residents who travel to warmer climates during the winter
months. In this census year, it is critical that the snowbirds who call
Michigan their usual residence, answer the census form in their home
State of Michigan.

Why is this important? Because Michigan can lose up to $200
million in federal funds per year ($2 billion per decade!) and may also
lose a seat in the US House if snowbirds are not included in the Michigan
census.

The League of Women Voters, a partner of the Census 2010
Complete Count Committee, offers this solution: Snowbirds receiving
a census form at their winter retreat should enter “0” for the number
of people living at their winter address and then write only these words,
“Usual residence elsewhere” so the person reading the form understands
why “0” was entered. When they return to Michigan, they can fill out
the census form that was delivered to their Michigan address OR wait
until a census worker visits them at their Michigan home. There is
no penalty for having a census worker make a home visit.

Census forms are delivered to households, not to individuals.
The form does not ask where you live, nor is there a place on the form
to indicate a primary address if you respond to the form from your
winter retreat. Every United States resident should be counted by the
census once, at the residence where they live most of the year.

Counting Michigan snowbirds as residents of another state
reduces Michigan'’s political influence in Congress, reduces the level
of federal funding received by state and local agencies, and reduces
the accuracy of the census data.

Help Michigan be counted correctly! Please circulate this
information to your snowbird friends so that Michigan can
receive all the resources it deserves!

Editor’s Note: This letter to the editor was written by Donna Hornberger,
President of LWVGTA and distributed to area newspapers. Additionally,
it should be noted that census forms will not be sent to P.O. Box
numbers, only to households. So many of you may have to wait for
the knock on the door.

>*

horizon
DOOKS,

243 E. Front St.
Traverse City, Ml 49684

(231) 946-7290 « (800)587-2147

read@horizonbooks.com

*

From the Board

January, February
and March - 2010

e |nara Kurt, Chair of the

Education Committee reported
that the committee has met to
analyze the results of the four
visits to charter schools and will
use the LWVMI position and
amplification statements to write
their summaries

» Gail Dennis, Chair of the Natural

Resources Committee is having
success attracting members for
her committee. If you are
interested, please contact her at
231-313-4059 or gail@mlui.org

e Changes to LWVGTA's by-laws

were approved at the February
meeting and will be presented
to the membership at the annual
dinner meeting in May for
approval.

* Membership Chair, Rhonda Estes

reports that Leelanau County
continues to have success in
recruiting new members
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UpNorth TV Urges Viewers to
Fix Interference Problems Without Charge

LWVGTA tapes and broadcasts its many educational and candidate forums on UpNorth TV, Channel
97 (formerly known as Up North2.) Land Information Access Association (LIAA) which oversees UpNorthTV
first drew the public's attention in September to Charter's plans to move Northwestern Michigan College
Channel 13 and Up North 2 to Channels 96 and 97, respectively.

Traverse City recently struck a deal with Charter Communications regarding the relocation of two long-
standing channels used by local governments and other groups. Under the agreement, the company will
fix viewers’ interference problems without charge to charter subscribers. The city and LIAA filed a federal
lawsuit against Charter last fall in an attempt to halt the company's plan. A federal judge denied the city’s
request for a temporary restraining order on November 30, and Charter moved the channels the next day.
Some customers without digital service reported varying degrees of interference when they tried to view
the channels after the switch.

The offer doesn’t last forever. It expires August 8, six months after the deal was finalized. Officials urge
residents to get moving now, rather than wait until the last few months of eligibility.“They have a six-
month window to get free service from Charter to correct any interference problems,” said Joe VanderMeulen,
executive director of the Land Information Access Association. “Take a hard look ... and if there's any
problems with sound or video quality, make the call now and get Charter in there.”

If Charter can't fix the interference, it will provide a converter box free of cost. Presence or lack of
interference will be determined by a measurable Federal Communications Commission standard, City
Attorney Karrie Zeits said. Meanwhile, LIAA is in the process of remaking Up North 2 to UpNorth TV. That
change, along with how to access the new channels, will be advertised on a series of Charter-funded
television commercials.

The Charter number to call to report concerns is (888) 438-2427. For more information, visit
www.upnorthmedia.org.

Editor's Note: | had a converter box installed in December after being told (falsely) | needed such a box
to access the new channels and began witnessing interference problems with all my channels. | had Charter
come out again with a very knowledgeable repairman and he found the converter box was the problem
and installed a newer box. He also found numerous problems with my connectors, cable flagging, etc.

I highly recommend that charter subscribers avail themselves of this service.

Also take time to view the programs offered by going to the website mentioned above. You may view
recent programs in their entirety on their website with your computer through a process called “streaming”.
What a great bonus, especially with this being an election year!

*

*

LWVMI is Holding a Workshop on
Voting and Elections Training & Action

The workshop will held:

. Wednesday
Voting April 21, 2010
Lansing, Ml
9:45 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Workshop

LWVGTA will help set up carpools for the event. Registration fees and
gas millage will be reimbursed. For more information go to:
voterpower@Ilwvmi.org or contact Jane Watt who is setting up a carpool
for the event at (231) 941-7233 or e-mail: pjwatts@charter.net
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The Benzie Friday lunchtime gatherings have moved to the Benzonia Congregational Church
on Barber Street in Benzonia.

Meetings
and

Location | The |eelanau group meets at noon on the first Wednesday of the month at the County Office
Updates | Building in the public meeting room on the ground floor. Members are urged to bring a lunch.

March 5,2010 Farmland Preservation Leelanau April 14,2010 Noon. LWV-GTA Board Meeting at the
Governmental Center. Traverse City Convention and Visitor's Bureau.

March 10,2010 Noon. LWV-GTA Board Meeting at the April 21,2010 Workshop on Voting and Elections

Traverse City Convention and Visitor’s Bureau. Training & Action, Lansing 9:45 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
March 27,2010 April 28,2010

General Membership Meeting 5:30-7:00 p.m.at General Membership Meeting 5:30-7:00 p.m.at
Traverse Area District Library. The topic will about Traverse Area District Library. The topic to be
adopting a Farmland Preservation Position. determined.

The vote is the emblem of

your equality, Women of America,

the guarantee of your liberty.
Carrie Chapman Catt

1920-2010




