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The League of Women Voters — Grand Traverse Area

Serving Antrim, Benzie, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska and Leelanau Counties

Derek Baily to be Keynote Speaker at the Annual Dinner

Derek J. Bailey, 36, was sworn in as Tribal Chairman in December 2008. Bailey
served from 2004-2008 on Tribal Council, where he served over two years on the
Executive Council as Secretary. Chairman Bailey becomes the fifth chairman in the
history of the Grand Traverse Band. He holds a Master’s degree in Social Work,
graduating from Grand Valley State University in 1998. He has extensive work
experience in both clinical and administrative work in the areas of behavioral health.
Also, he has worked for Grand Valley State University in the past years teaching as
an adjunct professor in their Masters of Social Work program. Derek and his wife,
Tonia, reside in Leelanau County with their five children; Panika, Nimkees, Daanis,
Ohsaw Kihew and Maengun. Chairman Bailey’s administration will focus on continuing
to meet the needs of the Tribal Membership, increasing the Nation’s economic
diversification, preserving and retaining the Odawa and Ojibway cultural practices
and Anishinaabemowin, the spoken language of the Anishinaabek.

Derek will speak about “Tribal/Community Involvement and Partnerships.” The
Grand Traverse Band is a sovereign nation with a rich and long history. The Tribe
was federally recognized in 1980, provides Tribal members many government funded
services, and supports business and community initiatives through its Economic
Development Corporation (EDC). The Grand Traverse Band supports tourism,
community programs and projects, and the local economy.

%DV
L_eague of VWomen * s \oter *
Grand Traverse Area
Annual Dinner
May 19th, 5:30 -8:00 p.m.
at the
Traverse City Golf and Country Club.

Cost of the dinner is $30. For more information please contact
Donna Hornberger at 231-941--0746 or to attend the dinner please contact
Jean Howard at 231-947-0505. The meeting is open to the public at 7:00 p.m. at no
cost. Please see page 5 for more information on the business meeting.

The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation in
government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education
and advocacy. The League is financed by member dues and contributions from members and interested citizens. Membership
in the League is open to who support the principles and purposes of the League. .
Printed on recycled
paper with soy ink.
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“Vanishing Act: What's Happening to School Librarians?”

This was the title of a front page article in the February, 2010 MEA Voice.
The article stated that “School librarians are vanishing at an alarming
pace, a disturbing trend as the amount of information--and our unquenchable
thirst for it--rapidly multiplies.”

Among the most startling statistics quoted in the article were:

- At the elementary level, the difference in MEAP reading scores was

35% with a low of 49% in schools without librarians to 66%with
librarians.

« At the middle school the difference was 23% with a low of 52% without
librarians to 64% with librarians

« At the high school level the difference was 71% without librarians

to 77% with librarians.

Members of LWVGTA's Library Action Committee were ecstatic that
this crisis was featured on the front page of the magazine. The League of
Women Voters Grand Traverse Area has been a strong advocate for libraries
for several decades. In 1996 the Library Action Committee and Citizens
for Libraries spearheaded a successful millage vote in the Grand Traverse
Area to create and fund a new Traverse Area District Library (TADL).

Unfortunately, while interest in public libraries has flourished in the
past decade, school libraries have been floundering. Support has eroded
because of severe budget constraints in our state funding and a lack of
awareness of the important role that library programs serve in student
achievement and curriculum enhancement. In the past ten years many
area school districts have completely eliminated professional Library Media
Specialists and even began considering the closing of their libraries. The
Committee did a study of area school libraries in the early part of this
decade. At that time, the Traverse City Area Public Schools was found to
be the most deficient at the elementary level in staffing and financial
support. Since then, members of the committee have attended hundreds
of Board of Education meetings, interviewed administrators and Board
candidates to heighten awareness of the importance of strengthening the
school libraries. It is significant to note that the Board did not include
cutting more aides or librarians in their recent budget proposal. The
committee has consistently reminded the Board of studies that show that
strong school library programs can make a big difference in student
achievement.

The article in the MEA Voice dramatically illustrated the connection
between schools with school librarians and student achievement.

Editor's Note. Your Voter editor is a retired Library Media Specialist with
28 years of experience with Kalkaska Middle School and as Director of
Technology. She is also one of the founding members of the Michigan
Association for Media is Education (MAME) and spent ten years promoting
legislation in support of putting School Libraries into the Michigan School
Code and establishing an advisory committee to the Michigan Department
of Education. This legislation was later abolished by an executive order
under the Engler Administration.

* *

T‘(\e The 2010 Grand Traverse “They Represent You”
re ESE“ pamphlet is now available in school and public libraries
0 . in addition to governmental centers. We are grateful
V for the financial support from Parsons Ringsmuth
Brochure Zelenock PLC Law Office that underwrites the cost of
Is Now this publication. The Benzie “They Represent You”
Availablel pamphlet will be forthcoming in March.

Celebrate April as School
Library Month!

Award-winning author, Laurie Halse
Anderson said “School libraries are
the foundation of our culture, not
luxuries.” This year, American
Association of School Librarians
observes the 25th Anniversary of
School Library Month (SLM).

Every April school librarians are
encouraged to create activities to
help their school and local
community celebrate the essential
role that strong school library
programs play in a student's
educational career. The 2010 theme
will be Communities Thrive @ your
library. Activities to celebrate are
listed on the AASL website,
www.aasl.org.

*

Easy Fund Raising

Save Your Oleson Receipts

A reminder to LWV-GTA
members and their families and
friends to save and collect receipts
from Oleson grocery stores. The
Community Shared Points program
from Olesons will donate to non-profit
organizations 1% of the total receipts!
Save and turn in your receipts to:

Jan Warren
606 W. Tenth Street
Traverse City, MI 49684

*

* |Helping you reach your
" |financial goals

Stocks ¢ Bonds
Mutual Funds
Annuities ¢ CDs

IRAs « UITs
Retirement Plans
Money Market Funds

(231) 946-4975
(866) 256-5186
125 Park St Suite 300 | Management
Traverse City, M1 49684 |~ i Planning

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Inc
MEMBER SIPC AND NYSE
WWW.STIFEL.COM

*
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Flews trom Benzie

Following spring break the Benzie Unit hosted Tribal Chairman Derek *

Bailey. The meeting was held at the Tribal Outpost on Hoadley Road in
Benzonia. It is a beautiful location and this year the building is the site
for the Benzie Alternative High School.

Chairman Bailey was sworn into office in December, 2008. At 36 he is *
young but savvy. A wealth of topics were covered that included the historic *

presence of the tribe in the area. He put emphasis on “local” urging us
to buy, grow and invest locally. He then asked, “What kind of ancestor
will we be?” He supported the signing into law of the Health Reform
measure by President Obama and noted that one of the provisions that

would have a direct impact was the Reauthorization of the Indian Health
Care Improvement Act. This is especially important since there continues

to be a health care disparity for Native Americans
Many tribal endeavors seek to provide jobs for those in the area. The

Grand Traverse Resort and Spa is the third largest employer in the region '

after Munson Health Facilities and TCAPS.

When asked about the tribe’s action agenda on the Asian Carp dilemma -
he replied, “ If not now when?” The Midwest Alliance of Sovereign Tribes *

has passed a resolution that will be forwarded to Washington as part of
an active effort to block the further progression of this invasive species
into our Great lakes ecosystem.

As LWV member Bev Toomey was introducing Derek Bailey she noted -
that there was a personal connection here. Chairman Bailey received his '
MA in Social Work from Grand Valley State University and LWV member .,
Dr. Susanne Glynn was his professor. Then, when Susanne was enrolled .

in the doctoral program in social work at Ohio State University, her
professor was Dr. Beverly Toomey. Looks like we made the full circle!

It should be noted that Chairman Derek Bailey will be the featured

speaker at LWV-GTA' s Annual Meeting Dinner on May 19" at the Traverse -

City Golf and Country Club.

Rounding out the month, Lunch & Learn will host Paula Rinal from
the Benzie-Manistee Commission on Mental Health who will talk about
the concerns of women incarcerated in the county jail and later Mark

Evans will come to speak about the challenges facing farmers in the area. -

*

News from Leelanau
The April 7th meeting featured Michelle Crocker, Leelanau County

*

Clerk. League members and guests from the Leelanau County Republican .
Women's Club learned about the many jobs required of the Clerk and her .

office. Ms. Crocker showed charts with voting results from the 2008

election. Glen Arbor had 84% participation, while Leelanau County ranked -

2nd of all counties in the state of Michigan. Crocker explained how the
seven commissioner district boundary lines were drawn. No more than
an 11% variance in population is allowed. Redistricting will be done in

2011, using the census information being gathered now. The Redistricting -

Committee consists of the County Clerk, the County Treasurer, the
Prosecuting Attorney and the Chairs of the County Democratic and

Republican parties. These individuals will be responsible for drawing the |

new commissioner districts.

After the presentation, members discussed the possibility of becoming -
an independent League. Discussion will continue at the May 5th meeting *

where officers and a new board will be elected. The program preceding
the business meeting will be Mary Tonneberger, Chair of the Leelanau
Board of Commissioners, speaking on “The State of the County.”

Our June 2nd meeting will be about organizing for summer and fall
candidate forums.

Hansen Foods of Suttons Bay
The "Good Cook's" Store

Ronald “GUS” O’Brien

91 Fourth Street - PO Box 306
Suttons Bay, Ml 49682

(231) 271-4280

(231) 271-4643 fax

e-mail: hansenfoods@centurytel.net

*

LEE HORNBERGER

"In the middle of every
difficulty lies opportunity”

Arbitrator and Mediator
231-941-0746

leehornberger@leehornberger.com
www.leehornberger.com

*

For 90 years the League of Women

Voters remains THE trusted place
for citizens to discuss the issues,
ask the difficult questions and
demand accountability from their
government.

*

Trains & i
Thnec Hobbies
(231) 947-1353

fax: (231) 947-1411
orders: (800) 659-2021

www.tctrains.com
e-mail: info@tctrains.com

210 East Front Street, Traverse City, Michigan 49684
trains « planes ¢ ships + armor + cars * dollhouses * more
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Voter Turns Fifty!

First of all, Barb Berry, Voter newsletter editor, wishes
to thank those who have made possible the publication
and mailing of over 390 issues to members, prospective
members, past members and to governmental officials
and schools in the five county area served by our League.
A special thanks is due to Ruth Taylor, who manages to always be on
deck to proof the Voter. Next, a thanks to Joann Ewing and Brian Bensett
of Proprinters (previously Copy World) who rearrange and typesets what
I send them into an interesting format with graphics that make our Voter
so readable. | also thank Jane Watts who works diligently to keep our
mailing labels up to date. Another thanks to Jean Howard, our treasurer,
who makes sure we have enough money in our account at the Traverse
City Post Office to cover our bulk mailings.

The Voter newsletter was first published in 1962.

Mary Ann Force was our first editor. At that time, One of the earliest |
the early 1960's, the newsletter was known as the publications got the -

“The Bulletin - League of Women Voters - Grand [ eague into a
Traverse Area Mich.” One of the earliest dispute that went
publications got the League into a dispute that all the way to the
went all the way to the Supreme Court of the
United States. In 1963 Margo Power, then SUpreme Court of
President, and mother of Tom Power, wrote a the United States.
front page article challenging the then conservative
popular talk show host, Dan Smoot and his TV program as “a skillful,
professional job of propaganda against the United Nations, against all
foreign aid, against the income tax, against civil rights for negroes.” She
went on to say that the talk show was based on slanted information,
half-truths, innuendos, and sometimes worse. Because of this article, four
members of LWVGTA were sued for $1,000,00 by Dan Smoot, (yes, that
is one million dollars!). Fortunately a lawyer from Grand Rapids took our
case pro bono all the way to the Supreme Court of the United States
where the case was thrown back to an earlier court and eventually
dismissed. Mary Ann typed it up, then took it to a local bookstore to
make mimeographed copies which were then mailed to members. Over
the years the mailing has extended to governmental officials, school
officials and to libraries. Recently Propinting has also been asked to fold
and seal the issues, a job which Peg Kauffman had been taking hours and
hours to do by herself.

Presently almost 400 copies are printed and mailed out. The Voter
comes out eight times a year.

*

*

Everybody counts in applying democracy. And there will never be a
true democracy until every responsible and law-abiding adultin it,
without regard to race, sex, color or creed has his or her own inalienable
and unpurchasable voice in government.

horizon
books

Downtown Traverse City
243 E. Front St.

Traverse City, Ml 49684

(231) 946-7290 = (800)587-2147
read@horizonbooks.com

*

From the Board
March 10, 2010

The Annual Dinner will be at the
Traverse City Golf and Country
Club. Jane Watts will arrange the
dinner menu and bring costs to the
April Board Meeting.

The second annual Making
Democracy Award was moved and
seconded to be awarded to Joe
VanderMeulan of LIAA
Communications for his efforts in
organizing and establishing public
access television.

Bev Newson is again organizing a
fund raising event for volunteering
at the National Cherry Festival, but
only for that. More details will be
available in the May issue.

Dues increase: It was moved by Mary
Grover and seconded by Jane Watts
to recommend that dues be set at
$60 for single and $90 for household
as a result of increases that LWVUS
will propose at the 2010 Convention.
(See related article on Pg.5)

A couple of Board members will be
meeting with groups in Antrim
County in an effort to develop a unit
there
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Annual Meeting Will be Presenting a Proposed Dues Increase and Changes in By-laws.

LWVUS will vote to raise dues at the 2010 Convention: 60 cents in 2010 and 40 cents in 2011.
Therefore the LWVGTA Board of Directors voted at the March meeting to ask the membership at the Annual
Meeting on May 19, 2010 that dues be set at $60 for single and $90 for household. With an increase in National
dues, a predicted increase in State dues and less than $5 per member left for the local organization, this
increase was necessary in order to provide the high quality voter service that our citizens and communities
have come to expect. We have charged $55 for a single membership for the past two years, and $82.50 for a
family. The breakdown was $29.20 for LWVUS, $21 for LWVMI leaving only $3.80 at the local level.

Where do your dues go? At the local level:
v/ Administrative costs, such as supplies, public relations and copying documents for Board Meetings.
v Participation in Annual LWV Conventions.
v/ Committee expenses - By-laws, Education, Library and Membership.
v/ Holding fund-raisers such as our Holiday Open House and Wreath Sales.
v LWV workshops
/Operating Costs - Directory, Insurance, Postal Services and our Website
/Printing and mailing the Voter newsletter
v Voter Service - renting space for forums and equipment needed for the same.
At the Federal and State level:

/ Lobbying efforts on behalf of League Positions such as
Health Care Reform and Campaign Reform

v Operating costs, Conventions, e-letters, action alerts, websites, etc.

By-law revisions will also be offered. LWVGTA made some changes last year which were approved at our
Annual Meeting. However, there were some issues that remained to be resolved. One was how can Board
Members communicate and approve actions over our summer recess or in case of an issue that arises between

scheduled meeting.
* *

Adoption of Farmland Preservation Position.

Please take time to review both the proposed changes in By-laws and the proposed budget and Farmland
Preservation Position which will be included in a packet to be mailed to you by April 19th.

* *

2010 census forms will not be sent to post office boxes — commonly referred to
D|d NOTt asP.O.Boxes — and as a result, thousands of people could go uncounted. If you
Get A do not have one for your household, you will be counted during a door to door
follow-up operation which is scheduled to begin around May 1st. If you have
US questions, you may find more information at www.2010.census.gov. From there,
Census you can find the location of your nearest assistance center and obtain “Be counted”
Form? forms. Many of you are now returning from your winter residential homes in
Florida, etc. We hope you did not fill out the forms sent to those residents, as that
will take money from federal grants from us to Florida.
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The Benzie Friday lunchtime gatherings have moved to the Benzonia Congregational Church
on Barber Street in Benzonia.

Meetings
and

Location | The |_eelanau unit meets at noon on the first Wednesday of the month at the County Office
Updates Building in the public meeting room on the ground floor. Members are urged to bring a lunch.

April 14,2010 - Noon LWV-GTA Board Meeting at the May 24,2010 - LIWDA is sponsoring “Secrecy or

Traverse City Convention and Visitor’s Bureau. Disclosure: a Forum about How Secret Financing
Y Threatens the Fairness of Michigan’s Elections

Campains” 7:00 p.m. at the Leelanau County
Government Center’s Community Conference Room.

June 2,2010
Organizing for Leelanau County summer and fall
election forums.

April 21,2010 - Workshop on Voting and Elections
Training & Action, Lansing 9:45 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

April 28,2010 - Important
General Membership Meeting Cancelled

May 5,2010 - Mary Tonneberger on

“The State of the County.” June 21,2010 - Annual Retreat - 9:30 a.m. to Noon
Leelanau Governmental Center Place to be determined.

May 19,2010, Wednesday- Annual Dinner at the 90 Years - 1920 - 2010

Traverse City Golf & Country Club The vote is the emblem of your equality, Women of

5:30 to 8:00 p.m. America, the guarantee of your liberty.

Carrie Chapman Catt



